Information on Lab Procedures and Lab Reports
for students in Physics 201, 202,208, 218 labs


On your laboratory schedule, find your section number. It should be located on the bottom part of the lab schedule. When you find your section number, there will be two sets of numbers in ( ). The first number is the recitation room and the second number is the laboratory room. For example, if your section number is 819 and meets on Wed 8:00-10:50, and the schedule will show 819 (118/205), the recitation room is 118 in Heldenfels and the lab room is 205 (also in Heldenfels).


Following the scheme above, you will attend recitation at 8:00 am, stay in that room for 60 minutes and then go upstairs with your recitation instructor to the lab room at 9:00 am. There is no break between the two sessions. If your rec/lab instructor is late for the rec/lab session, notify the staff in Heldenfels room 207.


Each lab session will start out with a 10 minute quiz. This quiz will be based on the experiment information in the lab manual that you should have read prior to coming to lab. The quiz is open book (you may use your manual but no help from your partner). If the manual is read in advance, the quiz should be quite easy.


All lab reports will be turned in at the end of the lab session. Completing a lab within the time frame of the lab session should not be too difficult if the experiment write up in the manual is read carefully before meeting in the lab. It will also be useful if you read the experiment in such a way as to visualize what data will need to be taken, how it would be organized and plotted, and what the results of the experiment should be. A calculator would be helpful to have during the lab.


During the experiment, you will have to work cooperatively with your partner. Both of you will have to share the load as far as performing the experimental work and recording data. No one person should be doing all the work.


The lab report should include your name, partner(s) name, section number, today’s date, and the title of the experiment. It should also include:

1) Information on the types of measurements and what the measurements show

2) A brief description of the procedures used to take these measurements

3) The data of the experiment, including analysis and graphs (and units)

4) Answers to the questions found at the end of the experiment (no “yes” or “no” answers)

5) A conclusion or summary of the experiment

The report should be 2-5 pages and contain the important details of the experiment and a conclusion statement that sums up the results of the experiment. Your lab instructor will provide additional information as to what he expects on the report. As mentioned before, the report will be collected by the lab instructor at the end of the lab session. The lab report will then be graded and returned to you at the beginning of the next lab session. If a lab session is not scheduled for the next meeting time, your lab instructor will provide information as to when and where to pick up the graded report.

The grade that you will receive for each experiment will be based on your quiz grade, your experimental participation in lab, and your lab reporting work. All of these grades will be submitted to class lecturer as your lab grade for the course.
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